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Why are you weeping?
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Theme: On that first Easter morning, the worst thing imaginable seemed to have happened. The body of Jesus had been stolen right out of the tomb! This God-man, this hoped for Savior, had not lived long enough to fulfill all the promises foretold about him. He had just been arrested, whipped, spat on, tortured and nailed to a cross, and then he had finally died and his body lain in a borrowed tomb. This was grief piled up on top of grief for his disciples. Peter and John heard Mary break the news, his body was missing. They ran, saw the tomb empty, and then left. But Mary Magdalene alone stayed right there, weeping. Sometimes it helps to stop moving, stop doing, stop thinking, and just feel. She felt grief, confusion, anger, loss, and immense sadness. Her world was broken. Upon entering the tomb a second time, Mary saw two angels, and then Jesus. At that time he asked her that famous question: “Why are you weeping?” which would become the question for all people of all time. Her grief was turned to shock; her shock slowly turned to embrace, and that embrace turned to a glorious hope. Jesus is alive! Christ is alive! And because He lives, we can face tomorrow!

SERMON START
Her name was Carol. She was the organist at her church. She was an outstanding musician, but she did something no organist should ever do. She overslept on Easter morning and missed the sunrise service.

She was so embarrassed. Of course, the pastor and the church forgave her. They teased her about it a little, but it was done lovingly and in good fun. However, next Easter, her phone rang at 5:00 in the morning. Jolted awake by the loud ringing, she scrambled to answer it. It was the Pastor, and he said:

 "Carol, it's Easter morning! The Lord is risen! ... And I suggest you do the same!"

Let’s now recite the famous, historic call and response in the Christian church on Easter:
Christ is Risen!

He is risen indeed! (3X)

On that first Easter morning, the worst thing imaginable seemed to have happened. The body of Jesus had been stolen right out of the tomb! This God man, this hoped for Savior, had not lived long enough to fulfill all the promises foretold about him. Peter and John ran to grieve at the tomb but stopped short when they found it empty; his body was stolen! Peter and John returned home, but Mary Magdalene alone stayed right there, weeping. 
Sometimes it helps to stop moving, stop doing, stop thinking, and just feel. 
HAVE YOU EVER FELT A TOTAL LOSS, RUG PULLED OUT FROM UNDER YOU, A MOMENT YOUR WORLD WAS SHATTERED? 

Mary felt grief, confusion, anger, loss, and immense sadness. Her world was broken. Upon entering the tomb a second time, Mary saw two angels, and then Jesus. At that time, he asked her that famous question: “Why are you weeping?”
“Why are you weeping?”

Until we answer that we will never find God.

1. Some believe in a Far Away Savior, who can help the world with its big problems, but is too busy and distant to help me with my day – to - day problems.

Several years ago, The Saturday Evening Post ran a cartoon showing a man about to be rescued after he had spent a long time ship - wrecked on a tiny, deserted island. The sailor in charge of the rescue team stepped onto the beach and handed the man a stack of newspapers.  "Compliments of the Captain," the sailor said. "He would like you to glance at the headlines to see if you'd still like to be rescued!" 

Sometimes the headlines do scare us. 
Let’s be honest today. The world is in trouble. Get ahold of the news, the real news. Don’t just listen to the fiction which is now promoted all over, the biased commentaries from one-sided sources. You have the ability to sift and sort what is true, unless you just like to believe everything that is said to you! Propaganda comes in many forms and you owe it to your brain to discern what is true. LISTEN TO THIS from the Bible:

Philippians 4:8

8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

Psalm 51:6
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.

John 16:13
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.

We have bombed the Houthis in Yeman. We have imposed harmful tariffs on our allies and trusted trading partners but not our enemies. We have helped destroy the holy land of Palestine, and killed innocent children. We have bombed hospitals and schools. We have shot students on college campuses. We have taken away many freedoms from the American people. We have caused unrest and anger across the globe. We have said that any judge who disagrees with us is corrupt. We have allowed our leaders to break the law and be immune to normal consequences. We have embraced name – calling and backbiting as our right as Americans. We have disgraced our flag and called our heroes losers. We have taken away vital health care and threatened the voting rights of women. We have pretended we have experts in every field now by promoting special interests and firing the actual experts. We have embraced fake news and taken sides, making every issue right or wrong, black or white, and we have put racists in positions of power. We have stolen from the poor and given to the rich and that seems to be ramping up.
And all this is due to one man. You have heard of this one man, and St. Paul in the Bible wrote about him. That one man is Adam. Romans 5:12 12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— 13 sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14 Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.
And I Cor. 15: 21 For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22 for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ.
That one man is Adam.
Eph. 6 12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armour of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 
This is not political anymore. This is ethical, this is moral and this is spiritual. Jesus said “you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” 
Sometimes we feel that evil is winning, but then along comes Easter, to remind us that there is no grave deep enough, no sealed tomb imposing enough, no stone heavy enough, no
evil strong enough to keep Christ in the grave.

Jesus is not a Far – Away Savior!
“The Lord is a very present help in trouble” says the psalmist, and 

Jesus himself said, 
“I will never leave you nor forsake you; lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”
2. Some are looking for a One Way Savior, who gives but never asks for anything in return.  Like the great vending machine in the sky, we pray, “Lord, give me a bigger car and more money and help me be happier.”  But God says his thoughts are higher than our thoughts, and his ways are higher than our ways!

The boy up to bat in the junior baseball league looked over to the coach, and saw him give the signal to sacrifice bunt.  With determination, the boy swung with all his might; once, twice; three times and out!

“didn’t you see me give the signal to sacrifice?” the coach asked.

“I saw it, but I didn’t think you really meant it!”

How many hear the words of Jesus “Take Up Your Cross,”
But we say: “I didn’t think you really meant it!

Jesus is not a one – way Savior!

“He who saves his life will lose it and he who loses his life for my sake will save it for eternal life.”

“Of whom much is given, much will be required.”

3. Some are looking for a Part Time Savior, who can save them from some of their sins some of the time, rather than all of them all of the time.

When we read the account of the cross, we think that we have got these Roman soldiers all figured out. They are a callous lot. They could perhaps be excused for the execution of Jesus, because they were under orders, but, you see, they added ridicule to torture. They tried to make Jesus look like a buffoon. They put a purple robe on him and a crown of thorns on his head. They mocked him & called him King of the Jews. They are cruel & they are heartless and we are sure that every single one of them will burn in hell.
But then John throws us. He says that Jesus cried out "I am thirsty." At once an unnamed soldier runs (he does not walk, he runs, there is urgency) , and placed some sour wine on a stick and gives him a drink. Just as we are ready to write off all of them, one shows mercy.  Was Jesus able to save such a sinner as this?  Remember the thief on the cross next to him?  

Jesus is not a Part Time Savior!

The Psalmist writes about the full time nature of God in Ps. 139:

“Whither shall I go from thy spirit?  Or whither shall I flee from thy presence?  If I ascend to heaven, thou art there!  If I make my bed in sheol, thou art there!  If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there thy hand shall lead me, 

and thy right hand shall hold me.”

4. Some are looking for a Sentimental Savior, who makes an appearance in our lives only to make our holidays and traditions feel warmer, but not to change our hearts.

There is an old episode of MASH, in which a rather cocky young pilot comes to the MASH unit because his plane has been shot down, but he is not seriously injured. He tells everyone in a rather boasting voice that flying really gives him a high. If I could not fly this war would really by a drag, he says. He brags that every time he flies a couple of missions they send him back to Japan for several weeks of R & R. The war to him was really quite a lark.

Then one day a Korean child is brought to the MASH unit and her arm has been horribly mangled in an air attack. The young pilot is taken back. Even though it was not his plane who did it, for the first time he must face his own complicity in the brutality of war. For the first time he sees things not from the perspective of 10,000 feet, but in the eyes of a child.  War is no longer a romantic head - trip for heroes.  It is a brutal killing field.

There is a danger in romanticizing the cross. I love the old hymns just as much as anyone but the cross is not meant to lull us, it is meant to jolt us.

Jesus is not a Sentimental Savior! 

One pastor says:

 “Jesus came to comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable.”

Jesus himself said, “I have not come to bring peace, but a sword,” and 

“take my yoke upon you and learn of me….”  We have so much to learn, Lord, so much to learn!
 

5. But I know there are some looking for a Real Savior, and when they look for him they will find him, & their lives will never be the same.

What does a real Savior Look like, friends?

The Apostle’s Creed was written to make clear what a real Savior is!


I believe in God the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; Who was …. CRUCIFIED…

A real Savior is Crucified

In a certain church marketing newsletter, called the Church's Advertising Network, a campaign has been developed to attract people to church during the season of Easter. In this public relations campaign, it is suggested that the cross be removed from the altar. According to the author, a survey has revealed that the cross is one of those symbols
that the new generation of church - goers considered too "churchy " One pastor interviewed for the campaign gave his whole - hearted endorsement.  "We are going to attempt to concentrate on the resurrection, and not the death of Jesus,” he said.

Easter without the cross. Rather an interesting thought. Is it possible to have resurrection without crucifixion? No. It distorts the entire gospel if crucifixion is separated from resurrection. The road to the empty tomb will forever pass by a cross. The one who is raised from the dead is none other than the crucified Christ.

Easter without a cross is a hoax.

Ann Weems writes about Mary, the Mother of Jesus:


She stands, beneath his dying

And will not be persuaded to leave,


Despite the urgings of the others.

They huddle against her


In an effort to hold her

Against the pain,


But she stands erect,

Unleaning, 


Her eyes upon his face.

From the hillside


The sounds of weeping and wailing

Hang heavy in the air,


But she who held him

In a stable in Bethlehem


Stands silent

Beneath his cross in Jerusalem,


Her heart pondering still,

Her soul magnifying the Lord,


Her spirit praising God,

Knowing even now


That she is blessed among women.


How could anyone find blessing in the midst of a crucifixion?  Because Jesus was the only sinless one who ever walked the earth, and he died so we did not have to!  The blessing is for us all, who like sheep have gone astray, and God has laid on him the iniquity of us all!


Crucified, Dead and Buried…

Henri Barbusse tells of a conversation overheard in a dugout full of wounded men during the First World War. One of them who knows he has only moments to live says to another man, 

"Listen, Dominic, you've led a bad life. Everywhere you are wanted by the police. But there are no convictions against me.   My name is clear, so, here, take my wallet, take my papers, my identity, my good name, my life and quickly, hand me your papers that I may carry all your crimes away with me in death." 

That is the same offer the Living Christ makes to us through his saving death on the cross:


Jesus says: “You have sinned against God, serving yourself and hurting others.  The judgement day is coming for you.  But my name is clean.  Here, take my identity, my possessions, and all that I stand for, and quickly, hand me yours that I may carry all your sins away in death on the cross.”

Robert Beringer, The Easter People, CSS, 1984, p. 13.
_______________________

-A Real Savior is Risen on 3rd day… according to the scriptures!

“I want to die with the heart of a child beating in my old chest, and God willing, I want to be remembered as a tiny seed that has been planted in the dark, that has roots in eternity and has died singing of the Resurrection.”

-Sister Paulette Anne Ducharme-
The message is clear: We too can be resurrected. Christ shares his resurrection with us. He rises, and so can we. We too can have new life. We too can make a new start. We too can rise out of those tombs that try to imprison us!

Just like that morning so long ago, Jesus asks us,

Why are you weeping?
Your first response is like Mary’s: Lord, all is lost. My Lord’s body is gone. I have no hope left in me. Then Jesus speaks your name, and in an instant grief is gone. 
In Your Fears, Grief and Despair, Jesus calls your name. And all your hopes come true.
