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“Power to Witness”
Sunday, May 12, 2024
Main Texts:
Acts 1:1-11 (Ascension);
Acts 16:16-34
Theme:

Preaching Salvation in unusual circumstances.
Summary of Message:

When we are open to the movement of the Holy Spirit of God, we are not discouraged by threatening circumstances or people; we are encouraged to praise God all the more.  When we are praising God instead of whining, then we are in a place where God can use us to spread the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ.
“What difference does it make?” the man asked the boy, while they walked along the shoreline.  “You can never possibly save them all; there are too many of them!”  The tide had carried thousands of starfish ashore, and left them there to die unless they could find their way back to the waters.  And time was of the essence.  Have you ever seen a starfish move?  No one has; that is how slow they are.  Continuing to work, throwing one starfish into the surf at a time, the boy responded with an urgency in his voice: “It makes a difference” he said, as he picked up another starfish and heaved it out to sea, “to that one.”
The business of being used by God to save souls through the gospel of Jesus Christ is like that. We can easily get discouraged trying to impact the whole world; we must focus on making an impact in the life of one person at a time.  It is a life and death matter.  Or at least that is what the jailer who was watching Paul and Silas thought.
27When the jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 28But Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.” 29The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
To Paul and to Silas, there was no one else more important than that jailer at that moment.  His life was about to end.  He was going to kill himself rather than face his own shame with his boss at having such high profile prisoners escape under his watch; he could never live it down.

You never know WHEN God will use you . . . 

to bring the message of Salvation to someone else.

Oh. That it were this easy, you are thinking.  If someone would just come to me and say: “what must I do to be saved?”  I could share with them.  But until that happens I have nothing to say.  

Here are the most common excuses we have in America for NOT Sharing the Good News of Christ with others:

· People do not want to hear about my religion.
· I see faith as a personal thing; I don’t want to push my faith on others.

· I am not qualified to share about being a Christian.  I might mess it up and give the wrong advice.
· Someone else like the pastor will share it the right way.

· It’s not my gifting to share my faith; let the evangelists do it.

· I never know what to say.

· How do I know this person is not saved? I don’t want to appear judgmental.

· Jesus works for me, but I have to respect that everyone comes to God on their own, some through Buddha, some through Jesus, some through Mohammed, and some through self – awareness, so I cannot preach that Christ is the only way to God.

· I have so much to do in my own life, how can I spend time helping another life?

Friends, to the early church, and esp. to Paul and Silas, this was a life or death situation.  The jailer would kill himself unless he came to realize that even with shame, there was something to live for.

30Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32They spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33At the same hour of the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire family were baptized without delay. 34He brought them up into the house and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that he had become a believer in God.
A.T.S.M. = As the Spirit Moves.  This is how we are to live, if we are to be New Testament Christians.  Jesus said in John chapter 3: The wind blows where it will, and you cannot determine where it began or where it is going to; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.
I dare say, it was very inconvenient for Paul and Silas to be thrown into jail when they were.  Their situation was less than ideal.  

Paul goes to prison because he cast out the demon of divination from a slave girl who was making money for her owner using that strange skill.  He goes to prison after being accused, along with Silas, severely beaten and stripped, and they have their feet put in stocks.  Yet the two did not lose faith, did not get discouraged, and kept praising God (perhaps even thanking God for the privilege of being beaten for Christ!)  In the midst of their worship, a miracle happened and they walked out free!  This highly unusual, uncomfortable situation leads to the salvation of the jailer and his entire family.  

God allowed their discomfort so that through it, in the midst of it, and even because of it, others were saved that night.

Paul and Silas are in prison, but they are not thinking of making a break for it.  

What is your uncomfortable situation?  What has happened in your life that makes you want to stop sharing with others so you can get your life more in order?  Maybe God has you in this situation so that someone (you may not yet know who) will be there asking: “What must I do to be saved?”  God did not prevent Paul and Silas from being severely beaten, stripped (humiliated) and having their feet put in stocks and thrown in a jail cell.  But they refused to whine.  They refused to worry. They praised God so loud that all the other prisoners were listening.  Who knows, someone might be listening to you praise God and that is a witness. When Christians whine about our situation, what kind of witness is that?  “If their God can’t even get them to stop whining, what good is he?” Share your need: Yes.  Ask for prayer: Yes; 
But for God’s sake, stop your whining, and begin praising.
Sing songs to the Lord for all his goodness, taking your cue from the psalms: “I will praise the Lord with my entire self.”

When we are open to the movement of the Holy Spirit of God, we are not discouraged by threatening circumstances or people; we are encouraged to praise God all the more.  When we are praising God instead of whining, then we are in a place where God can use us to spread the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ.

2 Cor. 11
24Five times I have received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. 25Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I received a stoning. Three times I was shipwrecked; for a night and a day I was adrift at sea; 26on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from bandits, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers and sisters; 27in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, hungry and thirsty, often without food, cold and naked. 28And, besides other things, I am under daily pressure because of my anxiety for all the churches. 29Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I am not indignant?
30If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.
2 Cor. 12:10

Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
Me, coming to Christ:
1. a little old woman at church, saying I would become a pastor (age 8).  No follow up from her.

2. Mr. Procopio, a chain – smoking music teacher and lover of jazz saxophone; a devout catholic Christian who got me reading the bible, the early church fathers and Thomas Aquinas.  “What is truth?”

3. brother Mark, who became a flaming, disruptive, immature evangelist in our family and just about burned all his bridges in doing so.

4. counselor at camp, who gave me a question for a question and silenced me about whether God existed.

5. girlfriend Barb, whose simple, honest, and consistent faith was lived in her life, a powerful witness to God’s love through Jesus Christ.

What are the chances?  But God, rich in mercy and grace through Jesus Christ, came to me, presented his love to me, hung in there with me, and put up with me.  I am saved from sin and saved to eternal life through Jesus, because of these imperfect vessels, these people who made themselves of no account so I would have all things through Jesus.

You never know when God will use you.. to bring saving grace to someone else who God loves!
When we are praising God instead of whining, then we are in a place where God can use us to spread the gospel of salvation through Jesus Christ.
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