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Hometown Prophet
Feb. 2, 2025
Horseheads First UMC

Texts: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Luke 4:14-23
Theme: There are two “J” names in today’s bible readings: Jeremiah, and Jesus. The stories are related, as both men were called prophets while having their message rejected. When you stand up for God you run the risk of being unpopular. Jeremiah thought he was too young to be listened to by grownups. Jesus was praised reading scriptures at church, then nearly thrown off a cliff when he said those old God-promises pointed to HIM! To speak for God is a daunting task, but these themes are consistently found in Jesus’ ministry: social equity, human dignity, spiritual vision, emotional freedom and dynamic hope. These themes are echoed throughout the Bible and give us a template for our work as Christ’s church today. Where are we strong? Where are we weak? Will we allow God’s prophets to speak to us again?

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 5 ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’
6 Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’ 7 But the Lord said to me, ‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.’
9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, ‘Now I have put my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.’
Luke 4:14-23

14 Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. 16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:

18 ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
    because he has anointed me
        to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
    and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’ 22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ 23 He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”’

SERMON START
I am blessed to share this message with you today, as much has happened in the news this past week. People are expressing their views about the news with fervor and vehemence! The news is dividing us instead of uniting us! Some people think the news is great, and some think it is terrible: The Buffalo Bills will not be going to the Super Bowl! (and you thought I was going to talk politics!)

But Seriously, in the world, there are wars and rumors of wars. In the United States, there is disruption in our government, division in our thinking about that and disunity even among followers of Jesus. People have died this past week, horrible, preventable deaths. Within our very own church, we have opposing views of the integrity of our president and the future of our nation. This is human nature. How can we find our center when all around us there is division, fear, and even hatred?

Today I share with you two prophets whose names begin with a “J.”  Jeremiah in the Old Testament and Jesus in the New Testament. Jeremiah was termed by many the “Weeping Prophet,” often lamenting how Israel disobeyed God repeatedly and bore the consequences of doing so. He was called early in life, as a young boy, and he wondered who would ever listen to him since he was so young. But God told him to preach without fear, and I tell you, he did! He predicted the exile of the people to Babylon decades before it happened, but still they did not listen to him. 

Jesus was a prophet as well as Priest, and Pastor, and of course the Savior, the long-awaited Messiah. In his role as Prophet he spoke words we can use to be like him and carry out our mission. 

I believe that in the church today, we are being back to the basics: the life, ministry and mission of Jesus Christ. Jesus prayed in John chapter 17, that we would all be united, just as He and the Heavenly Father are united.

 To Be United In Christ, we must ask:
What was the mission of Jesus Christ, and 

What is the mission of the church?
Jesus had a vision from God as well, and his vision becomes our vision when we follow him.

Listen, as Jesus reads from Isaiah’s scroll in the temple:

“God’s Spirit is on me;

he’s chosen me to preach the Message of good news to the poor,

Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and

recovery of sight to the blind,

To set the burdened and battered free,

to announce, ‘This is God’s year to act!’”

He rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the assistant, and sat down. Every eye in the place was on him, intent. Then he started in, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history. It came true just now in this place.”
 Now, understand Jesus was allowed, even expected to read the Bible aloud for the people in his church. He was handed the scroll of Isaiah. He knew where to scroll to find the place he was looking for, and he read it. Doesn’t he read so well, like we taught him? His performance was appreciated by all present; this is a rite of passage for Jewish men to read in the place of worship. All was fine: he read it well, rolled up the scroll again and they expected him to sit down. But Jesus did not sit down. Instead, he said, “Today, this prophecy is fulfilled right here, right now, even as you listened to it.”
“Wow, the people said, isn’t this the son of Joseph? He is so eloquent, so poised, and so confident? How did this grace come from our hometown boy?”

He was fine, until he predicted their other actions: “You will one day tell me, Doctor, heal yourself. You will also say, ‘do in your hometown the miracles you did in Capernaum.”

Jesus went on, to give them a sermon in that synagogue he had been raised in! He preached about their hero Elijah, who was cared for by NOT A JEW but a FOREIGNER from SIDON. Then he preached about Elisha, another prophet of theirs, who was able to heal NO ONE IN ISRAEL, BUT A FOREIGNER from SYRIA. This went against their Jewish Nationalism: the belief that they alone were God’s chosen ones, and outsiders were not pure, not blessed, and certainly not to be serving God alongside. 
Verse 28, 29 The people became enraged, and tried to throw Jesus off a cliff!

How volatile we are, we humans, when we hear something we cannot agree with. In this time of turmoil, when some are cheering the government and world changes and some want to pack up and move to another country, there is one thing we must agree on in this church, in the faith called Christian, in the company of the followers of Jesus. We must listen to the teachings of Jesus and follow His lead.
Let’s break it down:  the Calling of Christ, according to Jesus himself,



consists of the anointing of the Holy Spirit (see Isaiah 61:1-2) to bring:
· Social EQUITY: Bring good news to the poor;

· Human DIGNITY: Proclaim release to the captives;

· Spiritual VISION: Proclaim recovery of sight to blind;

· Emotional FREEDOM: Let the “burdened and battered” go free;

· Dynamic HOPE: to announce (to all), ‘This is God’s year to act!’”

Social EQUITY: Bring good news to the poor;

When Jesus came into his own ministry, the Bible says he had no place to lay his head.  This does not mean that he was born into poverty; his father was a carpenter.  But he lived a life in total dependence on God for his daily bread.

Can you get to that place where you depend on God for your every meal, your shelter, and your clothing?  We get so anxious about providing for ourselves and yet Jesus said not to be anxious but to trust God, who will always provide for us.


So the church today needs to be about working to reduce anxiety.  To bring good news to the poor, that God will take care of you.  Then the church needs to answer those needs by giving to the needs of the needy.  It is called Social Equity; giving so all have adequate provisions.

Human DIGNITY: Proclaim release to the captives;

The simplified history of Israel, “God’s chosen people,” was such that they developed a regular pattern of righteousness and rebellion. They would follow God, and then they would sin against him.  Whenever they were in the sinning mode, God would punish them with allowing their enemies to overtake them.  This happened repeatedly, and we just read last week, how God promised to do that in Habakkuk chapter 1.  When the enemies of Israel took over, they took captives back to their homelands.  Listen to the psalmist lament over being in exile: (ps. 137)

Alongside the quaking aspens we stacked our unplayed harps;

That’s where our captors demanded songs, sarcastic and mocking:

“Sing us a happy Zion song!”

Oh, how could we ever sing God’s song in this wasteland?

If I ever forget you, Jerusalem, let my fingers wither and fall off like leaves.

Let my tongue swell and turn black if I fail to remember you,

If I fail, oh dear Jerusalem, to honor you as my greatest.

To regain human dignity, Christ says that those who are captive will be released.  How does it feel to be held captive against your will?  Is it kind of like being in jail?  God says he will set the captives free.  But there are other kinds of jail we put ourselves in: we become captive to sin, captive to addictions, to diseases, to low self – esteem (feeling we are not worthy of love) and captive to serving our own interests and not helping others.  
How can we as a church overcome these prisons and work to set people free?

Spiritual VISION: Proclaim recovery of sight to blind;

The stories of Jesus’ miracle healings of the blind must seem unfair to people who are born blind today; to those who remained blind in his day, and to all everywhere who lose their sight, either slowly over time, or instantly from an accident or injury.  Those stories seem unfair because Jesus did not heal everyone of blindness for all time.   Unless, of course, you see in this promise of his, in this appeal to Isaiah’s scroll, that Jesus was talking about much more than physical eye sight.  I believe Jesus was talking about vision: the ability to see as God sees.  He called the Pharisees blind guides (Mt. 23:16) because they did not see as God sees, but pretended they did.
We are again talking about having a spiritual vision.

About 350 years ago a shipload of travelers landed on a northeast coast of America.  The first year they established a town site.  The next year they elected a town government.  The third year the town government planned to build a road 5 miles westward into the wilderness.


In the 4th year the people tried to impeach their town government because they thought it was a waste of public funds to build a road five miles westward into the wilderness.  Who needed to go there anyway?


These were people who had the vision of seeing three thousand miles across an ocean and overcome great hardships to get there.  But in just a few years they were not able to see even five miles out of town.  They had lost their pioneering vision.


With a clear vision of what we can become in Christ, no ocean of difficulty is too great.   Without it, we rarely move beyond our current boundaries.

Jesus came to give us VISION: recovery of sight to Spiritually blind.

Emotional FREEDOM: Let the “burdened and battered” go free;

Jesus spoke life to the woman at the well by offering her spiritual water.  He preached in that Synagogue and got in trouble by lifting up two people who were outsiders to Israel! He gave hope to the weak and burdened people by preaching that God loved them even more in their suffering.  If we are about anything as a church, we ought to be about leading and helping people who are hurting to come into the presence of God, who can heal them and ease their burdens. You don’t have to be a longtime member here to have a voice and a vote! If you are part of this church, no matter where you are from or what people think about you, you are as valuable as someone who has been here 50 years. (NOW, you’ve gone to meddling, Pastor!)
Friends, this is all through the Bible. Welcome the stranger. Host in your home the wayfarer. Let down your pride, thinking you are all that, more important than the next person, or that your view on things is right, and others are wrong. Pride goes before a fall. In other words, humble yourself and welcome and accept all people into your church, your home and your heart. People need the Lord, and you might be the only one to show them how Christ acts.

EQUITY. DIGNITY. VISION. FREEDOM. AND FINALLY, HOPE. THIS IS THE WORK OF JESUS.
Dynamic HOPE: to announce (to all), ‘This is God’s year to act!’”

Listen to part of Psalm 19 taken from the Message:


The revelation of God is whole

and pulls our lives together.

The signposts of God are clear

and point out the right road.

The life-maps of God are right,

showing the way to joy.

The directions of God are plain

and easy on the eyes.

God’s reputation is twenty-four carat gold,

with a lifetime guarantee.

The decisions of God are accurate

down to the nth degree.

Question: How can our mission come to be more like that of Christ?

