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Sermon Theme: Naturally, most people want to plan their lives and do whatever they decide with their days. Many people get stuck in a job they don’t like, but it pays the bills. Rarely do people get told to go do something else by God. But when it happens, God gives evidence that its really God. This happens with Isaiah, who is too sinful to even consider working for God. But God sent him an outrageous vision, cleansing him of his guilt. After that, he offers himself to God’s service without reservation. When Jesus tells fishermen how to fish better, they cannot believe it. But his fishing result overwhelms their doubt and they leave everything behind to follow him. “You will now fish for people,” Jesus tells them. What might God be calling you to do to serve Him without reservation? Are you ready to respond to a call?

Isaiah 6:1-8

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!’ 6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’

Luke 5:1-11 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ 5 Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ 6 When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7 So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ 9 For he and all who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.’ 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SERMON START

Your day is your own. You came here today or you tuned into the live feed, of your own accord. You decided whether you could face the weather, what you would wear, and what mode of transportation you would take to get to church. But I sincerely believe God is here and God has led you to be part of this service and this message. Does this sound crazy to you? Listen a little more.
I believe God has a reason for your life, a purpose you are supposed to fulfill. Your path is not random, and your life is not a series of unrelated events. God wants you.

Today we have two stories from the Bible about real people who had encounters with God and changed their paths entirely. They were not looking for a change; the change found them. They had not planned for change, but God broke through and set them on a different road.

1. Story One is the story of a man named Isaiah. He was heartbroken, because that year the king had died. The people of Israel were sad and worried. Who is going to lead us? Where can we turn? What can we count on anymore? 

So Isaiah went to the temple of God, the ornate, holy, sacred place where the priests lived and the grain and animal sacrifices were brought to tell God the people are sorry for their sins, and burned there on the altar. It smelled in there, like charred flesh and pungent incense and no one could stay in there for very long. But Isaiah prayed there in great distress. And God showed up.
Have you ever seen God? What does God look like? No one knows.

How perfect is that gold embossed temple? God is more perfect. How big is the earth? The heavens? The universe? God is bigger than these, for God made all these. 
FROM THE VOICE VERSION: 

Isaiah saw the Lord sitting on a grand throne, way up high with a flowing cape that filled the whole temple. 2 Bright flaming creatures waited on Him. 
Flaming Creatures: Holy, holy, holy is the Eternal, the Commander of heavenly armies!
        The earth is filled with His glorious presence!
4 They were so loud that the doorframes shook, and the holy house kept filling with smoke.
5 Isaiah: I am in so much trouble! I’m ruined!
        I’m just a human being—fallible and stammering.
    My lips are encrusted with filth;
        and I live among people just like me.
    But here I am, and I’ve seen with my very own eyes
        none other than the King, the Eternal, Commander of heavenly armies.
6 Then one of the flaming creatures flew to me holding a red-hot ember which it had taken from God’s table, the temple altar, with a pair of tongs. 7 The creature held it to my lips.
Flaming Creature: Look! With the touch of this burning ember on your lips,
        your guilt is turned away;
    All your faults and wrongdoings are forgiven.
8 Then I heard the Lord’s voice.

[Friends, that was a crazy church service! Isaiah saw God, he heard God, he talked with angels.]
Eternal One: Whom shall I send? Who will go for Us?
Isaiah: Here I am! Send me.
2. Story Two is the story of Simon, James and John, fishing in the lake for …. Fish! It was not for fun or recreation, but to survive. This is what they did for a living. This is what kept them busy and put food on the table. 

These fishermen could well have been disciples of John the Baptist (see Jn. 1:35), who probably had met Jesus before now. But this time meeting him, he taught the crowds from their fishing boat, then he told them to “push out into the deep waters.” 
They had been fishing all night and not catching anything, so they were cleaning their nets, stowing their gear and done with fishing for now.

Reluctantly, 6 Simon then gets his fellow fishermen to help him let down their nets, and to their surprise, the water is bubbling with thrashing fish—a huge school. The strands of their nets start snapping under the weight of the catch.
How did Jesus know where that school of fish was? We do this for a living, and I tell you, we couldn’t locate it all last night; we plumbed the depths of this lake and nothing; but he comes, we humor him, and our boats almost sink due to so many fish! 

They’re all stunned, especially Simon. He comes close to Jesus and kneels in front of His knees.
Simon: I can’t take this, Lord. I’m a sinful man. You shouldn’t be around the likes of me.
Jesus: Don’t be afraid, Simon. From now on, I’ll ask you to bring Me people instead of fish.

We have heard about his miracles, but now we just got caught in the middle of one. He is Lord!

Expensive boats, handmade nets, fellow fishermen, leave it all here and follow Jesus.

Two bible stories, great bible stories. But one more story I want to tell you.

When I was 8, our family attended the Oran Community methodist church. It is a simple white wooden church building with an attached Sunday school wing. I’m from a family of five kids and mom and dad. I have 2 older brothers. We went every Sunday and I had a hard time focusing on the sermon, sitting still during the hour of worship, and waiting for the snacks after the service. One day on the way to our pew near the front, I had just rung the bell for church to start. An old woman who sat in the back, pulled me aside and asked my name. She said to me, “you’re going to be a minister someday.” I knew about God but I didn’t know God. Why do I remember this? As I grew to become a teenager, I finally put my faith in Jesus Christ for myself. I became a Christian at age 15. But I never thought God would call me, let alone use me as a minister. When I doubted that part of following, I remembered that old woman in that little white church telling me I was going to be a minister; a random thought among many. And now I believe God spoke to me through that lady so many years ago: when I was in college to be a shop teacher; when I felt a call to take religion classes instead; when I was led to go to seminary; when I told my preaching professor I couldn’t possibly preach to people; when my many objections to God’s call fell in a heap in front of me. I remembered that lady.
Isaiah was too dirty; God could not use him like that! But God showed up in that temple, cleaned him up and put out the call: “WHO WILL GO FOR US?”

Simon was too unworthy; God would not want to use him like that! But God showed up on the lakeshore in a boat, overwhelming them all and issued a new call: “Fish for people!”

I was too shy, too young, too focused on other things; God should not use someone like that! But God used an old church woman to speak truth way before it made any sense to me. I don’t even know her name. “YOU’RE GOING TO BE A MINISTER!”

Now, three stories are before you: two from the bible, and one from my life. 
What is your story?
Naturally, most people want to plan their lives and do whatever they decide with their days. Many people get stuck in a job they don’t like, but it pays the bills. Rarely do people get told to go do something else by God. But when it happens, God gives evidence that its really God. This happens with Isaiah, who is too sinful to even consider working for God. But God sent him an outrageous vision, cleansing him of his guilt. After that, he offers himself to God’s service without reservation. When Jesus tells fishermen how to fish better, they cannot believe it. But his fishing result overwhelms their doubt and they leave everything behind to follow him. “You will now fish for people,” Jesus tells them. What might God be calling you to do to serve Him without reservation? Are you ready to respond to a call?
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