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A Celebration of You!
By Jeff McDowell

January 19, 2025
2nd Epiphany, C; Human Relations Day
Horseheads First UMC

Texts: Isaiah 62:1-5; John 2:1-11
Theme: God rejoices over His people with joy.
Thesis: There is great reason to have high self esteem because of what God has done and how much God loves us.  This head and heart knowledge, as a foundation, will lead us into a life of joyful service.
A pastor was asked to speak for the Rotary Club. After the meeting the program chairman handed the pastor a check. 
"Oh, I couldn't take this," the pastor said with some embarrassment. "I appreciate the honor of being asked to speak. You have better uses for this money. You apply it to one of those uses." 
So The program chairman asked, "Well, do you mind if we put it into our Special Fund?" The pastor replied, "Of course not. What is the special fund for?" The chairman answered, "Our Special Fund is so we can get a better speaker next year.

We must not get puffed up in our own conceits, the Bible Says. We become puffed up, wise in our own conceits, but God has ways of bringing us to our knees and humbling us.  “Oh, Me!”
“The tumult and the shouting dies, 

   The captains and the kings depart, 

   Still stands the ancient sacrifice, 

   A humble and a contrite heart.”

      Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) 
“a humble and contrite heart, O God, 

you will not despise.”   - Psalm 51:17 -

Consider your call, then!  What is it you are called to and how did you earn that right?  God has called us, Paul says, because we were weak, foolish and despised. Put that on your resume!  In another letter, Paul says whatever claim he had to fame in the world, he had to throw it in the garbage dump, so that he could have a standing with God. Are you feeling low and unworthy?  Good.  
It is as if God says: “Now, I can use you.  I couldn’t use you when you thought you were useful to me!”  “Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord, and he will lift you up!”

At the same time, we must not wallow in our humanness, our weakness or our mistakes.

God intends good for us, has us in mind and loves us unconditionally.  

Look at the Old Testament reading for today.  This is God speaking to his chosen people: 
“And you shall be called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord will give.
“You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
· Isaiah 62:3 –
“you shall be called, ‘My Delight is in her, and your land shall be called Married, for the Lord delights in you.” 

The Isaiah passage is a love song to God’s chosen people, Israel.  Though they are captives, exiles from their promised homeland, God speaks of redemption in light of how much he loves them.  The imagery of husband and wife are used to indicate how close and intimate God’s relationship with his people is.  However, there is nothing here to indicate their faithfulness.  The emphasis is on God’s faithfulness and never – failing love.

Friends, do you have this kind of high self – esteem, so much that you believe the Lord of heaven and earth delights in you, in your being here, in your personality which he crafted from the dust of the earth, in your unique qualities and giftedness?  Do you really believe it deep down inside you?
I love the language of the creation story in Genesis chapter 1:
1. God made the light and separated it from the darkness: It is good!

2. God created heaven and separated it from the earth: it is good!

3. God made land and water, and trees and plants: it is good!

4. God made the sun and the moon and the stars: it is good!

5. God made birds and sea creatures: it is good!

6. God made beasts of the earth: it is good!

7. God made man and woman, after his likeness, in his image, (YOU AND ME!) to have dominion over all the animals: IT IS VERY GOOD!

  The bible from start to finish shows us:
==
· God wants a love relationship with all people.  
· God sees this love relationship like that of a bridegroom and bride. 
· We, not God, are the ones who mess this love relationship up! 
All this talk of God’s love for us becomes real in the Gospel reading for today. This is Jesus’ first miracle in the Gospel of John, and he changes water into wine. Jesus was approached by his mother saying “they have run out of wine.” Wedding parties lasted for more than our 2-3 hour receptions in America today. They went on for days. So running out of wine put a huge damper on the celebration. But notice: no one was healed in Jesus’ first miracle; no one was raised from the dead! 
What I find amazing is not only that he did this, but HOW he did this miracle. He did not take the leather wine casks and refill them, he told servants to refill the 20-30 gallon clay water urns used only for ceremonial washing. It was more than enough. It was overflowing. 
When you entered someone’s house, you washed first before coming in. This was an Old Testament ritual so you could become spiritually clean. Changing water used for religious cleaning into Wine used for a wedding celebration gave a message: your old ways of doing things is going to replaced with real cleaning the inside: the cleaning of the soul which comes from Joy and Celebration! 
Jesus came to replace deal religious practice. If he cared about that wedding party enough to demonstrate the Joy of God, Jesus cares about us too, bringing joy into our midst, changing ritual to relationship with God. You are loved by God and God rejoices over you with His joy!
Quiet religion is fine; deal religious practices are not.

Joyful living is why Christ came. He restored the joy of the Lord.

“The Joy of the Lord is my strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10)

“Rejoice in the Lord Always, again I say, rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4)
What are you waiting for? Accept the unconditional love of God. Accept that Jesus brought us that message and that love once and for all. In fact, he gave up his own life so that you can have it abundantly.

“For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him will not die, but will live forever.” John 3:16

